





THIRTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
00000 


UNION CHURCH, PIKE COUNTY, MISB. 
Seprember 10th, 18538. 


The Pearl River Baptist Assodiation met, pursuant to adjourn- 


ent, with the Union Church, Pike county, Miss. . Elder Jesse 


word tees the Introductory Sermon, from Pauls’ Epistle 
Ephesians, 5th chap., 25, 26 and 27th verses. 


ra 
D the 
After a short recess, the Association was called to order, by the 
derator, Elder Jesse Crawford, prayer by Elder N. Robertson. 
‘i 


sconsequenee of the death of N. 
inted Clerk, pro tem. 


Bretliren W. Barnes and Toler were appointed reading clerks, 
ad Brethren Simeon Ross, Hosea Davis and H. Hooker, receivers 
contributions 


ey, Clerk, Sam’l B. Mullen 


Called for and read the letters from the Churches, enrolled the 
mes of their ‘Delegates, and minuted their statistics, as is shown 
tthe following table é 


The following are the total amounts of the Statistical Table on 
t ett Page: Baptised, 195: Received by letter, 77; Restored, 
S Dismissed, 91; Excluded 17; Dead, 26;- Whites, 1014; Blacks, 
: Total, 1617; No, Minutes, 867; Association purposes $70 40; 

mary purposes, 193 00, 
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Antioch JE Pounds |Mariva China Grove 
Hosea Davis 
Bethany ....\Jas Mikell {Lawrence Monticello 
H Hooker 
Bahala .....\J Furr = 'Raysville 
me Bethichem ...\J Deer Simpson | Westville 
W C Maxwel! Lawrence Monticello 
E Andrews | 
HH Guines |Copiah | Georgetown 
B Keathly 
..|.D Webb Rankin | Steen’s Creek 
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Barnes [Covington, Wilksville 
ass 


H Davis | Lawrence Moantice!lo 


ees | 
GH Birrett |\Copiah Georgetown 
T Hamiton 
E Owens Lawrence Westville 
B Bockly +f 
-» W Portenb'ry ™ Monticello 
D Sarberogh ; 
--|W Williams " , (Mt) Carmel 
J'Poke’ 58 a 
-- JWPergavon|Copiah ‘Sandifer’s 
JG Bailey | } 
«++ J-P Norwood, Simpson (Mt, Zion 
EW Norwood! 
Mages Creek T Gibson Pike China Grove | 
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#? Macedonia ...W May Westville | 
* New Chapel . E Yodges |Munticelto 
New Zion .. ox rortenbery| Marion |Conley’s 
J Lewis 
© New Hope .. JW Hornsby [Covington Williamsb’rg 
+ New Zion BAlbriton |Simpson Wesiville | 
J Keen 
wet Palestine ....°R D Midleton . Sandiffer’s 
er esant Hill J Bush - Westville 
ymilver Creek JCrawiord | Pike Holmesville 
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SB Murtsw |Copiah Gallatin 
D Pleming 
- JBCartisle |Lawreare Mosticello 
JJ Sandifer | Pike Conerley’s | 
J Ramon . 
Zion Hill ... J Galiedge Rankin Cato Springs 
Union Hall.. | Jas Campbell Lawrence Brook Saeees 
Read Creek Jas Bounds ‘Harrison Plict Creek 
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of fellowship ext 
Esenexer— 
‘ of mii 


Annes pressnden. #6 the election of officers for the en: 
sine breth. J. W. Hornsly and J. Mikel, who reported that 
Elder Jes# Crawford was elected Moderator, Rev. Sam'] B. Mul- 
len, Clerk, and Simeon Ross, Treasurer. 

The rules of decorum of this Ass. were called for and read. 

The Moderator invited ministering brethren to seats with us, and 
to participate with us in our deliberations. 

Peocived © ce from Sister Associtions, and the hand 
of fellowship e ‘to their Messenger as follows, viz: ‘ 

Esenszen-—Elders N. Robertson and 8. W: Dal», a letter with 


4 package of minutes. 
—tHilds. Z. Reeves and W. Clark, . letter and package of 
minutes. kind 
Mr. Piscan.—Rev. John Bough, a letter and ckage of minutes. 
Miss. River.—W. B Wall, a letter and package*of minutes. 
i tter and pac of minutes. — 
arrange preaching during the meetiny, was ap- 
the Moderator as follows: ty J. Sandiffer, W. ‘Biaoes, 
Owens, W. C. Maxavell and H. H. Guynes, 
that, Rev. W. Fortenberry preach first, and Rev. 
- Mallen follow by a missionary sermon, and that Elder 
N. cee preach first in the afternoon, and Elder A. McKen- 
sie close, =~ 
The Association adjourned to 9 o'clock Monday morning; ’ con- 
tlading prayer by Elder Alexander McKenzie. 


—00000 
Exercises on the Sabbath. 


ay 3 assembjed on Sabbath at the stand, and Eld’s 
W*Forten ; Sarre hoe N. Robertson and A. McKgpy 
te, addressed them in the order of their names The congregation 
was large and very attetifive™’ and we hope that the word preached 
may spring up, and bear fruit unto life everlesting. 
Monpay Mornin, 9 o’crock. 

Met Pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by W. Wall. 
= motion the roll was called. . 

motion i a 
his the liberty of abscence was granted to E' Owens and 


ir rh sowtae with other bodies as follows: 


to write to the Ebeneser, and Rev. W: Wil- 





liams and Jas. Mikel, messengers. 

Bro. W. Barnes to write to the Mi 
W. Fortenberry and W. C. Maxwell 

Bro. Brengon to write to the Miss. ver, 

J. Pounds messengers. 

Bro. W. Williamis to write to the Mt 
te the Union. x 

Bro J. W. Hornsby to write, and Eli's J, Crawford and W. 
Fortenberry messengers. 

The committee on preaching repo that the following named 
brethren preach, on Monday in the ordér of their names, viz: Rey. 
John Bough and Elder %. Reeves in fore-noon; and Elders A. 
McKenzie and W. Wall in’ the aftér-nodn. 

Corresponding letters called for, read land adopted. 

The following brethren were appoipted a committee on finance: 
H. Hooker, Hosea Davis, anid Simeoti . 

On motion Brother-Holms was leave of absence. 

In consequence of scarcity of ministets, therefore a 

Resolved, That we correspond with the Mt. Pisgah and Union 
Associations by letter only. ; 

On montion : 

Resolved, That we continue correspondence with the convention 
of the Baptist denomination of the State! of Mississippi. 

On motion requested Brother N. Ro to write a corres- 


ponding letter to said convention. 
On motion appointed Thos. Gibson to preach the introductory 
sermon, and that Brother W. Williams be bis alternate. 
, On motion appointed Brother Sam’! B Mallen to superintend the 
printing and distribution of these minutes. ' 
Agreed to hold our next. meeting with Society Hill Church, 
Lawrence co. on Saturday preceeding 2nd Lord’s day in Sept, 1854. 
Took up petitions on letters of di i i 
Churches, viz: Strong River, Sardis, 
es: Hopewell, Bethlehem, Pleasant 
Mountaig Ureek, Mt. Zion, Galilee, Zi 

The committee on finances repo 
Treasurer’s report, and found it to be 
following table: 
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Thos. Qjbson and 
pd Bro J. Mikel 
rawford and W. 
following named 


names, viz: Rev. 


y Hill Chureh, 
y in Sept, 1854. 
n the following 
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Report of the Financial Committe, 
Deints. 
in the hands of the Treasurer, “ ° $00' 00 
(‘ontributions of the ¢ ‘hurches, - . 173.00 
Returned by Sam’! B. Mullen, - - 11 00 
«  & Jesye Crawford, - - 7 
« N. Finley, . 500 | 
Balance on hand, 4 ‘ ° 5 76 42—272 92 
Credit. 
Paid N. Finley, elk, for distributing minutes, $15 00 
i . " printing . " 35 00 
(‘ader’ Price, - - . 9 00 
W. Fortenberry - | 7 50—866 50 


leaving a balance in the Treasury of : 206 42 
Delats 
Received for’ Missionary purposes, - $ 31 95 
Ballance .on hand last year, si! 7 201 68—233 58 
Credits. 
Paid E. Shepherd, ° . . $126. 00 
« W. Fortenberry, : . 86 20—212 20 
Which leaves a balance of $ 21\58 
Respectfully submited H. Hooxer, H. Davis, 8. Rass. 


YOOVV——. 


Financial Committee. 
Missionary business. Called for reports; 
Whereon the Missionary board made the following, which was 
ordered to be printed in these minutes, and reads as follows:—- 
To the Pearl River Baptist Association. 
Dean Brerunen: It is with sincere gratitude that your) Mis- 
sionary Board reports to you a statement of their transactions du- 
ring the past associational year. At our meetings, which have beer 
somewhat frequent, there has been generally a Teous majority of 
the members present. One meeting only failed for wantiof » 
quorm, Which was oecasioned by the inclemency of the weather. 
Bat,we feel assared that the great interest committed to our charge 
has not suffered the least detriment, for want of faithfulness in those 
o whom they were intrusted. 
y after the adjournment of the association, the Board 
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at our next meeting. 
Our session in November was one. 
Board was favored ~ good counsel, 
he ’ 


as missi 
eastern side from the vicini 
would permit him to go. And we 
as much as ten days in each month, co: 
the present year and closing with Au Y awe 
ure in saying that brother ortenberry, |by the blessing of 
dence, has fulfilled his engagements with ‘fidelit and punctuality, 
and we have felt our hearts encouraged and oar stre 
for our work, by the cheering aceounts we have received his 
reports. His labors. have been bestowed mostly on Little River 
Bolechitto, Red Creek, Wolf Creek, and near the mouth of Holli- 
day's Creek. At most of these places 


in attendance, and the i Y 
o< felt by many, a8 reported by our|misssonary, affords every. 
desirable ‘encouragement to the| work in this im 
field, with unremitied and if possible tuted efforts, as the 
ripened fruits of this mission. Bro Ponenberry i 

River. 





persons at Red Creek, and two at r 


to this, we ma 









one two 
and exhibited the word of li 
the seventy 

vice 


hundred and sixty-six miles, preached 76 sermons 
life to 2566, intelli persons, during 
one and # half days he has been employed in your ser- 


Your board cannot repress the belief that there remains fruit 
to be gathered from the seed sown in the labors which we Sora he 


. . ‘At the same session at which brother Fortenberry was * — 
opted wae on the eastern waters of Pearl, we also ap- 


pointed brother W. E: Sheppard a missionary on Leaf River, with 
the privilege of bestowing his labors on both sides of the river from 
the vieinity of Monroe as far down as circumstances would justify 
him in going. Your board regret very much that the short and 
ahah Rent brother Sheppard's reports does not furnish us with 
the necessary information to enable us to present an interesting 
view of this field of labor. 

Immediately after his appointment, brother Sheppard engaged in 
the work, and continued in our service till our meeting on the 11th 
of June, during which time he labored for 84 days, preached 44 ser- 
mons, traveled 703 miles, and baptized 3 persons. “In these servi- 
ces it was his happy privilege to address the gospel to about 1,614 
persons. His congregrations were generally as large as could be 
expected, and in many places exceeded any thi could be 

daticipated. Many had the privilige of hearing the gos- 

pel who had not enj it but a very few times in the course of 
wany and a interest was evinced in many places. Most 
of bis were performed on the eastern side of the river, and 
your board are of opinion that his field embraced chiefly the waters 
of Black Creek, , Bogue Honio, Thompson’s Creek, Ad- 
Kinson's Creek, with the immediate borders of the river as far down 
us Salem High School. Your board were aware that the engige 
tered into with brethten Fortenberry and Sheppard, if ful- 

ly complied with on their part,would require a larger amount of pecu- 
mary means than were at the of the board; but their great 
to send the gospel to our destitute fellow-citizens so near to 

as, them to refuse so good an opportunity of ing the ser- 
nies of these ministers. At a meeting held by the board at Beth- 
my on the 14th of May, it became necessary for the board to adopt 
‘ome measures in reference to meeting such demands as in ai] proba- 
bility would force themselves upon us before the meeting of the 
; It was made known to the board, that the board ofthe 
baptist convention would assist the board of the Ebenezer Associa- 
oa with means to sustain a missionary in the field, uccupied by 
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brother Sheppard, and that the brethren 
probably be glad to obtain the services o 
mature consideration therefore, and up 
brethren; brother Sheppard concluded it 
sign his appointment under your ‘ 
fered from the board of the convention; a 

. of June his resignation was tendered 
Board have not been straitened for want 
their laborers. 

Your Board feels assure. 
ure in the breasts of the A 
themselves feel, to learn fi 
life has been dispersed in that deplorably 
ters of Leaf River during the past year. 
pered, as missionary of the co 
der the direction of the board 
brother John P. Martin has 
ment of the Ebenezer. 

In conclusion, your board 
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ored to discharge them judic 
much rejoiced to see the 
around the seat of their 
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ted in this report, owing® | 


. MULLEN, Clerk. 4 





——,00000-—__|. 


or Appointments, 

l reth. were inted a 
Jas. Mikel, M4 . vy 
Pake, H. Hooker, G. 
Stringer. j 
On motion appointed Elder Jesse ( 
missionary sermon at our next meeting. 


berry, W. Barnes, 
Burkett, J. Bass, W Willia 


rawford, to 
Then adjourned. 


Mi 


og 
a 
3 
"7 


NeW. Lee,-F. 0" 


ms, and C. a 
preach ‘thot 


JESSE CRAWFORD, Moderator; ©? 
San’t B. Merz) cn, Clerk 


} 
i 
| 
\» 





intelligent 
duty to te 
already of. 
Dri the Lith 
that yout 
emunerale 


ns of please’ 
wltt they 
1¢ word of 
on the wa 
ther Shep 
there un 
ition, and 
Fr appointey 


Ken great 
e endears 
t they feeb 

churches 


mnces, 
}, Pres. 


ch I sup- 


rt, owing 


Clerk. 


rd, vist 
FF. M 
C. M. 


ach the 


rator, 








* TheP 
adjournmer 
Mississippi 
tory Sermo 
and 8th ver 

After 
ed to order, 
opened witl 

Tn con: 
Clerk, appo 

Brethre 
ed Reading 
G.H. Barr 
tread the Le 
Delegates, g 
ed Table. 

The As: 

for the ens 
Mikell actin 





